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but this time the shell remained setting on the

flat surface of the board. No individuals exposed

to these conditions during the 2 hour test were

alive 36 hours later.

This sensitivity to sea water may explain why
many of the forms of Liguus endemic to the

Keys occurred on only one or two Keys, while

forms in the Everglades tend to be more wide-

spread. It appears that aestivating or non-aesti-

vating snails have an exceedingly low probabil-

ity of surviving a 130 Kmtrip in a hurricane to

reach the southern-most portion of Florida.
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A NEWSPECIES OF VOLUTOCORBIS(VOLUTIDAE) FROMSOMALIA

Harald A. Rehder

National Museum of Natural History

Smithsonian Institution

Washington, D.C. 20560

Through the kindness of Dr. Harry G. Lee of

Jacksonville, Florida, I received for examination

a small series of a species of Volutocorbis from

Somalia. I recognized immediately that the

specimens were unlike any described species of

the genus.

With Dr. Lee's permission I amdescribing this

species as new and am pleased to name it in

honor of Mrs. Rosavittoria Todaro, from whom
Dr. Lee received the specimens. They were col-

lected by Abdulkadir Ma'allin "Javane", from

whomMrs. Todaro obtained the specimens.

Volutocorbis rosai-ittoriae new species

(Figs. 1-5)

Description: Shell of medium size for genus.

heavy, biconic, with the spire sharply conical,

about V4 total length or slightly more. Proto-

conch mamillate. consisting of about IVs

smooth, rounded whorls, the top sometimes ob-

liquely flattened. Postnuclear whorls 5V4-6, first

one with axial ribs that become nodulose below

suture after first "4 whorl, with a second spiral

row of nodules, separated from the first by a

rounded groove; the subsutural row of nodules

in later whorls margins a channeled subsutural

shelf and may divide and form an upper flat-

tened, less nodulose cord; in later whorls the

number of spiral rows of nodules increases with

the addition of finer spiral cords, the number of

such spiral elements numbering about 45 in

paratype #3; the number of axial ribs and riblets
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FIGS. 1-5. Volutocorbis rosavittoriae n. up. x 1. 1, Hulofype. dorsal vieu: 2, Hutotype. apertural rieu: 3, Paratype nu. 1.

4, Pnratype no. 2. 5, Paratype no. 3.

also increases so that in the same parat^^^e there

are 16 riblets in the first postnuclear whorl and

about 50 in the last whorl. The last whorl is

usually slightly angled at the shoulder by a

strong row of pointed nodules, and the entire

surface is rendered rough and filelike by the

numerous spiral cords and threads made finely

nodulose by the crowded axial riblets. The color

is pale tan or dark straw-color with white spiral

lines or bands. Aperture narrow, pointed at both

ends, outer lip broadly thickened inside with

16-22 teeth of various sizes that extend as spiral

ridges into the aperture; parietal callus thin,

margined above and on lower half, with 7-10

spiral folds on thickened internal lower half, the

lowest fold usually strongest; lower part of

outer lip flattened near broad, open siphonal

canal.

Range: South coast of Somalia from off Kisi-

mayu (Chisimaio) to Brava.

Type locality: Off Kisimayu, southern
Somalia.


